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Travers Colston. For Travcrs and Colston see Quarterly 
IV., 16, Chart; XVII., 83, 188. 

Hill's School. 

Humphrey Hill, of the Parish of St. Stephen's, in the 
County of King and Queen, by his will, proved March 13, 1775, 
gave to the minister, warden and vestryman of the parish of 
St. Stephen £500 "in trust to be by them put out at interest 
on land security, and the interest becoming due or arising 
thereon to be annually paid to such schoolmasters as shall 
teach one or more children whose parents are unable to pay 
for the instruction of such child or children themselves." 
(Quarterly, 97-99.) 

Carter's School. 

In 1770 Col. Landon Carter, of Sabine Hall, Lancaster, 
mentions his school, of which Mr. Rigmaiden is master 
(Quarterly XIII., 51). 



THE GOOD LUCK HORSESHOE. 

The general prevalence of a belief in witchcraft is abund- 
antly evident in the early records of Virginia, but our records 
are singularly free from the atrocities that disfigure those of 
England and New England. No death penalty was ever in- 
flicted and a few stripes and fines were the extent of the 
punishment. To keep off witches a horseshoe was supposed 
to have a magic potency, and this superstition has come down 
to us, for the horseshoe over the threshold is still supposed by 
many to bring good luck. Below is an interesting instance of 
the belief in its power, found in the 17th century records of 
Northumberland County, Virginia. 

I Edw : Le Breton deposeth that being aboard of our ship & M r 
Edward Cole talking then there of severall psons & among all y e 
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rest of Mrs. Neall x saying y ( a certeyne time some yeares past there 
grew difference between them and said M r Cole she then made a kind 
of a prayer that he nor none of his family might never prosper and 
shortly after his people all fell sick & much of his cattle dyed and 
did saye then (which was since y e arrivall of our ship from the 
barbadoes) that he accused her of it. 

And further depose that now y l his wife was sick he did accuse 
Mrs. Neal of it alsoe. But a certyne time he sent for M rs Neal to 
come to see his wife, and she did come and after y ( he saw her come 
over the threshhold where there is an horseshoe nailed and that when 
she was by his wife shee prayed heartily for her he was then psuaded 
to y e contrary again. And this I heard him relate of all y l is above 
not 10 days since at y e house of John Cockrell and further I know not. 

April y e 11 1671. Sworn before us Peter Knight, Leon Howson. 

Edward Le Breton. 

Whereas I was in Company with M r Edw : Cole since we came last 
on this river (at M r John Cockrell's house) he said that the suspi- 
tion of Docto r Saunders & others was that his wife was under an 
ill tongue, & if it was soe he concluded y l it was M rs Neal by reason 
of imprecations made by her & y l indeed he thought soe. but since 
she came to his house and passed over the horseshoe nailed at y e 
door & prayed soe heartily for his wive's recovery, that suspition was 
gone from him; then speaking of some stories he said ,* * * 

J. Bandiix. 

April y e 11 th 1671. Sworn before us Peter Knight, Leon Howson. 



I Edward Cole doe acknowledge y* y e words which I did speake 
concerning Mrs. Neale as tending to defame her with the aspersion of 

being a witch and a , were passionately spoken. 

Edward Cole. 

1 Hanna Rodham, daughter of Matthew Rodham, and wife of Capt. 
Christopher Neale. 



